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rapidly assuming national dimensions. The o]d Whig
party had melted away, and a new and stronger party had
arisen in its place. Already the new organization had
fought a great presidential campaign with Fremont as its
leader, and had shown a strength that promised success
when next it shoud measure forces with its opponent. In
Congress the new party was an important factor, and there
Sherman's brother, John, was one of its most conspicuous
leaders. Although in his cadet days Sherman had not
been in full sympathy with the Whig partisanship of his
foster father, the whole bent of his nature was now
strongly toward freedom as against slavery, and toward
nationalism as against sectionalism and secession. But
not yet did he even dream of the nearness and the magni-
tude of the coming struggle, and the mighty part that
he was destined to play therein.

He was invited, in July, 1859,10 become the head of a
new military school. at Alexandria, Louisiana. The
national government sometime before had given to that
State a considerable tract of public land, the proceeds from
the sale of which were to be used in founding " a seminary
of learning." For some time the authorities of Louisiana
discussed the name and scope of the proposed institution,
and finally adopted the title of "Louisiana Seminary of
Learning," to which Sherman afterward added "and Mili-
tary Academy." Sherman appears to have obtained the
principalship of this seminary through the influence of
Major Don Carlos Buell and General G. M. Graham, and
not, as has been alleged, through the personal friendship of
General Bragg and General Beauregard. Indeed, the lat-
ter two gentlemen had nothing to do with it, and did not
know of his, appointment until it was actually made.
Sherman had written to Buell, who was on duty in the Warernoon the business was closed,
